probed.” All the trees in the forest might 
fall, and no one would be there to hear 
them. Yet how else do we know, other 
than as an abstraction, “that power 
which from time to time seizes our lives, 
and reveals us startlingly to ourselves as 
creatures set down here bewildered?” Do 
we not prudently avoid the intersection 
of matter and meaning in hopes of escap- 
ing such a power? 


Nevertheless, there remains one 
unavoidable point at which physical real- 
ity asserts itself so as to gain our meta- 
physical attention. And it is for that point 
on the chopping block which the writer 
must aim. “Write,” she says, “as if you 
were dying.” 

At the same time, assume you write for 

an audience consisting solely of terminal 

patients. That is, after all, the case. What 
would you begin writing if you knew you 

would die soon? What could you say to a 

dying person that would not enrage by 

its triviality? 

What more practical advice is there? 
What more down-to-earth counsel could 
there be? O 
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